GEAR REVIEW

SABIAN RX
SERIES CYMBALS

From £247 Fed up of being asked to keep your cymbals down? Sabian’s
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RX is an entirely new concept from

Sabian’s Vault. These are top-quality

professional level cymbals that have

numerous pin holes drilled into
them. They appear to be softer in volume, but
according to Sabian, they simply have certain
frequencies removed. FR stands for Frequency
Reduced. They are designed for use in
environments where other ‘normal’ cymbals
might be overbearing. It’s an intriguing
development and we have the first bunch for
review - 20" and 21" rides, 16",17" and 18"
crashes, and a pair of 14" hi-hats.

Build

The painstaking processes involved in creating
a top-quality cymbal include the individual

hand-poured casting of B20 ingots, removal of
impurities and rolling a dozen times under
intense heat. This is followed by shaping and

trimming, lathing and buffing, followed by '
’ ]

ageing, which allows time for the molecular s
structure to stabilise.
In the case of FRX, the cymbals are w
fine-lathed top and bottom, with the exception
of the bells, which are left raw. Subtle H|'HMS

hammering creates gentle dips. Then there are PAISTE G[]Z The 14" hi-hat pair have the fewest
the all-important holes, which create a SERI ES H.AT Rl []E holes’ just asparse band around
Completely new |OOk. The maChiﬂe-aCCUFate We say: “Flat rides are the Shoulder Ofthe top Cymbal and
holes are numerous, tiny and regular. Crashes ~ Softer duetothe lack of none in the bottom cymbal

) abell. Paiste pioneered cymba
have a single band of them, clustered around this type of cymbal with
the edge of the bell and on top of the shoulder, its crystal clear stick
while rides have a second band towards the enunciation.” would your normal set and the cymbals will We're used to holes in crash cymbals -
perimeter. The hats have the fewest, with the take care of the dynamics. Sabian’s O-Zones have large holes resulting in
bottom cymbal intact and the top with a single And that is exactly what happens. You play trashy lightning strikes. The FRXs tiny holes
line of holes around the bell. as normal and the sound is less obliterating have a different effect. All three: 16", 17" and

than with an everyday set. The clue is in the 18" - crash cymbals are lightweight and the

Hands On title - Frequency Reduced Effects (FRX). holes produce only the slightest of trashiness,
The immediate impression is that the FRXs There’s a sort of EQ'ing effect going on, more of a hissiness that translates as swift,
are not so much delicate as restrained and although Sabian insists the moderated smooth and clean. The three make a perfectly
well-mannered. If that sounds a trifle prissy volume is more of a perception than reality. balanced set, deliciously sweet.

for a cymbal, it’s not that they are incapable S'[A[;ﬁ SENS A
of driving robust music - you don't sense the UEEAN SER' ES

Ia_cl:(of body you get with chctieap chvmbalt;s. IIt’s @ Wesay: “These special THE MESS AGE IS TO GO AT THEM
tricky concept to convey and each cymbal iti 3

arrives adorned with a roundel bearing the rsl::sz?-gglgc:en;ftgzsct)aggs AS YOU WOULD YOUR NORMAL
legend, ‘Don’t Hold Back'. Sabian is at painsto ~ bronze cymbalsare SET AND THE CYMB ALS WILL
explain the true nature of the instrument, you ﬂg'me gni:ﬁzt for

see. The message is to go at them as you pygy .......... . T AKE CARE OF THE DYNAMICS
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SETAND MATCH

The bells are extra lively too and because
there are holes in them, if you strike over the
holes you get an interestingly airy, bright and
jangly clang - a fresh sound that is, frankly,
pretty cool in itself.

This leads us to the 20" and 21" rides. Their
actual quality of sound and tone is different
from other Sabian rides. Play them in the
default (un-drilled) central area and you get a
bright, yet full body with precise, stabbing
stick response. It's more metallic with a tinkly
top end. You can indeed lay into them, when
they open up without either washing out or
becoming overbearing. And as with the
crashes, there’s a contrasting effect to be had
if you play them over the central pinholes
(which again overlap into the bells). Here the

Three carefully graded lightweight crashes have a
smooth sweet tone and contrasting, partially-holed
raw bells, which add another dimension

air seeping through the holes seems to open
up the sound to a vivid jingle, a proper
ding-dong bell. Definitely something different
and new.

The 14" hi-hats couple a lightweight top
cymbal over a medium-weight bottom. They
seem the closest to normal in the set. That
light top cymbal darkens the tone and softens
the attack to a smooth and subtle timbre.
They really shouldn’t dominate, yet this is
something that often happens when hats
are miked. Hats do sometimes cut through
at the expense of your snare, so the slight
overall reduction could definitely help with
any recording.

To sum up, the FRXs are pretty much as
you'd expect from the description - a rather

DON'THOLD BACK

The reduced frequency spectrum of the
entire FRX range allows drummers to
play any gig without having to hold back

softer, more directed version of serious
quality cymbals. Studios are an obvious
setting for these cymbals. But also any
musical setting that might call for a degree
of restraint. R

VERDICT: The Frequency Reduced
FRX cymbals are a real departure
for Sabian and could be a godsend
for drummers who find themselves
in situations where a lower dynamic
is called for.

BUILD QUALITY
PLAYABILITY
VALUE FOR MONEY
RHYTHM RATING

PRICES

14" hi-hats: £407;
16" crash: £247,
17" crash: £270;
18" crash: £295;
20" ride: £334;
21" ride: £369

WEIGHT

Lightweight crashes,
medium weight rides

FINISH

Natural

COUNTRY OF
MANUFACTURE

Canada

MODELS
AVAILABLE

Rides, crashes, hi-hats

DIAMETERS
AVAILABLE
14" hi-hats, 16", 17"

and 18" crashes, 20"
and 21" rides

SUITABLE FOR

Recording, all styles.
Any situation where
volume control is
required.

CONTACT
Westside Distribution
0844 326 2000
WWW.
westsidedistribution.
com
www.sabian.com
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